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March 29, 2021 
 
  
The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi, Chair 
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy 
U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
115 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Tony Cardenas 
U.S. House 
2438 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
U.S. Senate 
425 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth 
U.S. Senate 
524 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

  
Dear Chair Krishnamoorthi, Representative Cardenas, and Senators Klobuchar and Duckworth: 
 
On behalf of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), a non-profit professional organization 
of 67,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric medical sub-specialists, and pediatric surgical 
specialists dedicated to the health, safety and well-being of infants, children, adolescents, and 
young adults, I am writing regarding the Baby Food Safety Act.  
 
The AAP supports the goal of reducing toxic elements in the food supply and believes that 
federal agencies should work together to achieve this goal. Following the release of the U.S. 
House Oversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy 
Subcommittee report on toxic heavy metals in baby food, AAP shared its updated parent 
education materials on HealthyChildren.org to provide the most up-to-date evidence-based 
guidance. While we appreciate your interest in this critical issue, we are unable to endorse this 
legislation in its current form.  
 
We share your commitment to protecting infants and toddlers from exposure to toxic heavy 
metals in baby food and appreciate your engagement of the AAP on this vital issue. Given the 
significance of this issue, we  strongly believe that policy changes to reduce toxic heavy metals 
in baby food need to include multiple voices at the table including federal regulatory agencies, 
those who administer federal nutrition programs such as the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants and Children and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, and program participants.  
 
Effective implementation of reducing toxic heavy metals in baby food will require broad 
stakeholder engagement. For example, a comprehensive policy should consider effects on 
parental options and purchasing behavior, so that policy changes designed to promote safety 
in packaged baby food do not inadvertently drive parents to exclusively use homemade baby 
foods, which may not have lower levels of toxic heavy metals and may not be nutritionally 
adequate. This engagement would also help prevent unintended consequences for federal 
nutrition programs and ensure all families have equitable access to safe and nutritional foods. 
We look forward to continuing to work with you and relevant federal agencies on our shared 
goal of reducing the levels of toxic metals in baby and toddler foods, promoting food safety, 
and promoting transparency and trust for parents and caregivers. 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/feeding-nutrition/Pages/Metals-in-Baby-Food.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/feeding-nutrition/Pages/Metals-in-Baby-Food.aspx


Exposure to heavy metals such as lead, inorganic arsenic, cadmium, and mercury is harmful to the developing 
brain and has been associated with developmental and behavioral problems even at very low levels. Exposure 
to toxic elements has a disproportionate effect on infants and toddlers because their brains are rapidly 
developing, especially during their first 1,000 days.i  Children consume more water and food as a proportion of 
their body weight than adults. There is no known safe level of exposure to these metals for children.  
 
The AAP is concerned by the toxic metals currently found in baby and toddler foods, which are elements from 
the water and soil used in agriculture and from other sources. To best protect children’s health, we must 
prevent their exposure to heavy metals from all sources, including food. We are encouraged by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration’s recent announcement that it will be taking additional steps to make sure that 
formula and food given to infants and young children is as safe as possible but this marks only the beginning of 
the comprehensive actions our government and other stakeholders must take.  
 
The AAP has called for greater efforts by policymakers and industry to reduce toxic elements in the food 
supply, promote effective risk communication with the public, and develop and implement policy changes to 
reduce exposure. We look forward to working with policymakers and relevant federal agencies to reduce 
exposure to toxic elements in foods and improve the monitoring and regulation necessary to keep children 
safe. 
 
We appreciate your attention to the critical issue of baby food safety and look forward to continuing to work 
together to reduce exposure to heavy metals. the AAP can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate 
to contact Zach Laris in our Washington, D.C. office at 202/347-8600 or zlaris@aap.org. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Lee Savio Beers, MD, FAAP 
President 
LSB/zml 
 

 
i Scwarzenberg, SJ and Georgieff, MK. Advocacy for Improving Nutrition in the First 1,000 Days to Support Childhood 
Development and Adult Health. American Academy of Pediatrics Policy Statement. Pediatrics 2018; 141. Retrieved from 
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/141/2/e20173716.full.pdf  

https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2021/aap-statement-on-fda-announcement-regarding-toxic-metals-in-baby-and-toddler-food/#:%7E:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20American%20Academy%20of%20Pediatrics,is%20as%20safe%20as%20possible.&text=We%20also%20do%20not%20recommend%20parents%20make%20their%20own%20infant%20formula.
mailto:zlaris@aap.org
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/141/2/e20173716.full.pdf
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